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Renaissance Drama 

The structure of Elizabethan theatres 

W. Shakespeare: his career as a dramatist 

Hamlet – plot and themes 

from Hamlet: “To Be or Not To Be” 
 

  

The Puritan Age: 

• Charles I and the clash with Parliament 

• The Civil War and the Commonwealth 

• The Puritan mind 

• The literary context 

              John Milton 

      from Paradise Lost: “Satan’s Speech” 

The Restoration: 

• The restoration of the Monarchy 

• The Glorious Revolution 

• The social context 

• The Comedy of Manners  - William Congreve 

From The Way of The World: “I’ll never marry (Act IV)” 

The Augustan Age: 

• The first Hanoverians 

• The social context 

• The literary context: 

Origins of the modern novel 

The 18th-century English novel 

The Realistic Novel - Daniel Defoe 

       from Robinson Crusoe: “I was very seldom idle” 

             “Man Friday”  

The Early Romantic Age: 

• Industrial and Agricultural Revolutions 

• Social implications of Industrialism 

• Emotion vs Reason 

• The literary context:  

              The Gothic Novel: 

              Mary Shelley – Frankenstein 

The Romantic Age: 

• The Historical and Social context 



• The Romantic Movement in England and in Europe (themes: subjectivism, childhood, 

imagination, nature) 

• Two generations of Poets 

              William Wordsworth (Life and Works, The Manifesto of English Romanticism, Man and  

              Nature, Recollection in tranquility, The poet’s task and his style) 

               The Preface to “Lyrical Ballads” 

         

 

Nel corso dell’anno scolastico sono state, inoltre, riviste le forme più complesse della lingua 

inglese: 

• Auxiliary verbs 

• Action and state verbs 

• Present simple vs present continuous 

• Past simple and continuous 

• Past perfect 

• Present perfect vs past simple 

• Present perfect simple vs present perfect continuous; the duration form  

• Future tenses 

• If clauses 

• The passive form 

• Possessive adjectives and pronouns, the possessive case 

• Object pronouns, reflexive pronouns 

• Relative clauses 

 

In entrambi i periodi scolastici almeno un’ora alla settimana è stata dedicata all’uso della lingua 

colloquiale e al potenziamento delle abilità di listening, reading, speaking e writing 
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